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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR AN ORDINANCE TO BAN SINGLE USE
PLASTIC BAGS IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - STATUS UPDATE

On February 3, 2010, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) provided a quarterly progress
report to your Board on plastic bags (attached). The report anticipated that a draft
ordinance banning plastic bags at large supermarkets and retail stores would be
submitted to your Board in July 2010, following completion of any necessary
environmental review in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on recent activities since
implementation of these efforts will be delayed.

Project Background

We are working with County Counsel, Public Works, and Sapphos Environmental Inc.
(SEIl) to prepare a Countywide Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which will be
submitted for consideration with the draft ordinance.

Public scoping meetings were held in each Supervisorial District during December 2009
to give residents and other interested stakeholders an opportunity to provide feedback
regarding the Initial Study and Notice of Preparation for the draft EIR. After receiving
scoping comments, the consultant determined and we concur, that more in-depth
research and secondary source data would be appropriate to further substantiate
the technical information and findings in the EIR. This would ensure the report is
responsive to the comments and feedback received, and provide your Board with the
information necessary to make a more informed decision regarding the potential
environmental impacts of adopting the draft ordinance.
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Revised Schedule

The SEI contract has been amended to authorize the additional research and provide
60 additional days to incorporate the findings in the EIR. This amendment will result in
an adjustment of the overall schedule as follows:

o April 2010 - Draft EIR released for public review.
¢ May/June 2010 - Community meetings conducted in each Supervisorial District
within the 45-day review period, which will provide further opportunity for
stakeholders to submit comments.
o September 2010 - Final EIR and draft ordinance presented to your Board.
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact me, or your staff may

contact Lari Sheehan, Deputy Chief Executive Officer at (213) 893-2477, or via e-malil at
Isheehan @ ceo.lacounty.gov.
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Attachment

C: All Department Heads
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
Sapphos Environmental, Inc. (M. Campbell)
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SINGLE USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM AND EXPANDED
POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINERS - QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT NO. 8

On January 22, 2008, your Board adopted the County of Los Angeles' Single Use Bag
Reduction and Recycling Program (Program), and instructed the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
to implement the Program in partnership with the Directors of Public Works, Internal Services,
Public Health, the Sanitation Districts, and key stakeholders including large supermarkets and
retail stores, the plastic bag industry, environmental organizations, and recyclers.
Your Board further directed the CEO to provide quarterly progress repotts to the Board and to
interested stakeholders.

On May 22, 2007, your Board also approved a number of actions related to the use of expanded
polystyrene (EPS) food containers at County facilities, and at food service establishments and

retail stores in the unincorporated County areas. This quarterly report also provides an update
of our efforts to implement.the EPS program.

Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program

Program Activities

Since the last quarterly report, the Working Group met on January 20, 2010 and continues
public outreach efforts as highlighted below:

Store Participation and Re_‘cvclinq Data

As previously reported, the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(formerly the California Integrated Waste Management Board) provided the County with a list
identifying individual store locations for those stores that submitted At-Store Plastic Bag
Recycling Reports for the July 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007 reporting period. Staff from
the Department of Public Works (DPW) has been analyzing the list to determine what the data
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represents with respect to stores serving the unincorporated County areas. Because store
chains sometimes aggregate data, it is difficult to segregate information that pertains exclusively
to the County’s unincorporated areas. Staff will continue to seek more current reporting data
from the State. However, since the State has been unable to provide data for more recent
reporting periods, DPW will also be contacting Category 1 stores in the unincorporated County
areas to obtain data that will facilitate computation of the plastic bag disposal reduction rate and
to determine overall progress toward achieving the goals stipulated under the Program.

Community Qutreach

The first Countywide Brag About Your Bag® campaign, which began on “America Recycles Day”
(November 15, 2009) concluded with “A Day Without a Bag” on December 17, 2009. The goals
of the campaign were to increase awareness of the negative impacts associated with single use
plastic bags, promote reusable bags, and increase at-store recycling of plastic bags.

Los Angeles County residents were encouraged to bring in five plastic bags in exchange for a
free reusable bag at the campaign events. Campaign events were held at 49 store locations
including: Albertsons, Buy Low, Food 4 Less, How's Market, Jax Market, Northgate Market,
Ralphs, Stater Brothers, Valu Plus, Wal-Mart, Whole Foods Market, and Wolfe's Market.
Campaign events were also held at the Inglewood Gateway, Bell Holiday Parade & Festival,
Huntington Park Tree Lighting ceremony, and Valinda Farmer's Market. Thousands of USC
and UCLA branded reusable bags were also distributed at the UCLA vs. USC football game.
Additionally, 55 cities in the County participated in the campaign by hosting events, posting ads
and flyers throughout their cities, featuring campaign messages on their public access/city cable
channels, and donating reusable bags.

Within a four-week timeframe, over 45,000 single use plastic bags were collected, and over
55,000 reusable bags were distributed. In addition, the purchase of reusable bags at grocery
stores significantly increased during the campaign, thanks in large part to a “pay it forward”
campaign conducted by Albertsons stores on December 17, 2009, which provided free reusable
bags to customers and encouraged them to pay a discounted fee to provide a free reusable bag
to the next customer in line.

In order to further educational efforts, the single use plastic bags collected through the
campaign were tied together by volunteers from the San Gabriel and Los Angeles Conservation
Corps, La Causa, and Sierra Club, and used to construct a plastic bag ball, which far exceeded
the current Guinness World Record for the largest structure made of single use plastic bags.
Plans are being developed to promote the structure at public events, County facilities, and to the
media. The effort will heighten public awareness of the prolific use of plastic bags Countywide
and provides a visual reminder of the issues associated with single use bag consumption - the
40,404 plastic bags contained in the plastic ball represent the number of single use plastic bags
that Los Angeles County residents use every three and a half minutes. '
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Draft Ordinance to Ban Plastic Carryout Bags at Large Supermarkets and Retail Stores

County Counsel is drafting the ordinance to ban plastic bags that will be considered by your
Board. Accordingly, we are working with County Counsel, DPW, and a consultant to prepare a
Countywide EIR which will be submitted for consideration with the draft ordinance in July 2010.
Public scoping meetings were held in each Supervisorial District during December 2009, which
provided an opportunity for residents and other interested stakeholders to provide feedback
regarding the anticipated content of the draft EIR. The draft EIR will be released for public
review in the Spring of 2010.

Expanded Polystyrene Food Containers

Feasibility of Phasing Qut EPS Food Containers at County Facilities

In August 2009, the Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) completed an in-depth evaluation
of the County's use of EPS food containers. DPW reviewed comments from the Working Group
including County departments, industry representatives, environmental organizations, and other
stakeholders. A Board letter will be submitted for your consideration in Spring 2010 that
recommends a strategy for restricting EPS food container usage by County departments.

Summary

The attached table provides a detailed status of the Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling
and EPS Programs. The next quarterly report will be submitted to your Board by May 1, 2010.
If you have any questions regarding this status report, please contact me or your staff may
contact Lari Sheehan at (213) 893-2477, or via email at Isheehan @ceo.lacounty.gov.
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Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
Sapphos Environmental, Inc. (M. Campbell)
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